Early Childhood Council of Kern
General Council Meeting -- Minutes
September 3, 2025
Members Present 
Myetta Beavers, Mike Bledsoe, Alesha Brown, Gladys Garcia-Jara, Rosa Johnson, Yadira Mendoza, Deborah Murr, Tina Mullen, Shirelle Perez, Amanda Rollin (Zoom), Elizabeth Rose, Janet Rubio (Zoom), Sabrina Runnels, Shannon Vernon, Melissa Vittoria, and Tracey Wheat.
Members Absent: Kevin Bartl, Yolanda Gonzales, Jessica Krall, Lily Pimentel-Stratton, Amanda Tumblin, and Jennifer Wood-Slayton.
Staff Present: Stacy Barnett, Amanda Cruz-Ardoin, and Natalie Diaz. Guests Present: Carla Benitez, Genevieve Egana, Carolyn Mckeithen, Frank Guevara (Zoom), Kandy Ramos, and David Silva.
Call to Order/Introductions: The meeting was called to order by Council Chair Alesha Brown at 11:32 a.m. at the Reider Center Room 204. Members were also present by Zoom at Wonderful College Prep Academy Yoga Studio in Lost Hills. All Council members, Staff, and guests introduced themselves.
Council Mission Statement/Public Comments: Sabrina read the Council Mission Statement. Alesha read the Public Comments statement. There were no public comments.
Consent Items: The consent items were read. Deborah made the motion to approve the Sept. 3 Council agenda, and the June 4 and Aug. 5 Council minutes (with amendment on the August minutes to change the location of the Sept. 3 meeting to Reider Room 204). It was seconded by Shirelle. The motion was unanimously approved. There were no public comments.
Member Networking: Those at the meeting got to know each other better through a couple of activities that allowed everyone to interact.

Budget Reports: The August report was presented by Amanda C. The Community Events line saw an expenditure for the pencils and supplies that Amanda and Natalie distributed during the Ready, Set, Go Back to School event. The Facilities Fees line reflected the food purchase for the Executive Committee Retreat. Amanda reviewed the transactions in the Project Accounts. The Transaction Detail chart explained the expenditures very well. There were no public comments.
Community Event – Trunk or Treat Supplies: Amanda explained that the Trunk or Treat will be held at Caring Corner on Oct. 29. Volunteers to participate were asked to contact Amanda. It will be similar to last year’s event, but will only include the clients and families from Caring Corner. Amanda estimated that there will be about 100 goodie bags needed to hand out. Shannon asked if funds for decorating would be available, which Amanda stated she will order from Oriental Trading Co. Gladys made the motion to spend up to $350 for the event, which was seconded by Shannon. The motion was unanimously approved. There were no public comments.
Administrative Updates: Amanda discussed the Mileage/Travel Expense Claim Form and the Substitute Reimbursement Request (for those members who required substitutes to be able to attend Council meetings). She will meet one-on-one with anyone who has questions regarding the forms. She also asked that everyone complete the proxy forms. There were no public comments.
ECCK 2024-2029 Strategic Plan: Alesha reviewed the 2025-26 activities for the Strategic Plan. Council members will be placed on various committees. There were no public comments.
KCSOS – P3 Alignment and Early Learning: Stacy stated that the UPK Mixed Delivery Group is forming for 2025-26, and that Workforce Pathways is coming. Yadira said that there has been a lot of growth in Kern Early Stars. New Family Child Care Homes include 15 Spanish speaking and nine English speaking. They are also getting all of Bakersfield City School District’s preschool centers on board. All CSPP programs throughout the county are participating, except for Lost Hills. There are also five private centers that are onboarding. Flyers for Workforce Pathways will be sent out later this week. There is now a direct email address, workforcepathways@kern.org, and Elizabeth’s phone number for advisees to contact Workforce Pathways. The first informational sessions will be held Tuesday and Thursday of next week. Shirelle asked that emails with the flyer be sent to all providers. There were no public comments.
Council Membership: Amanda C. reviewed the current vacancies on the Council, which include two Child Care Consumer slots, one Child Care Provider slot, two Community Member slots, two Public Agency slots, and one Discretionary Member slot. There were no public comments.
Public Policy Report: Alesha presented Kevin‘s report. It discussed AB 904, which includes expansion of the meaning of “workday” in qualifying for hours of Child Care. Tina stated that the provisions of the bill would be amazing to help families get the needed hours of child care. Kevin will provide an updated Bill Tracker during the October meeting to show which bill have made it through both the Senate and Assembly and send to the Governor for signature. There were no public comments.
Member Reports: * Amanda discussed the Trunk or Treat flyer; *Alesha reported on Kaiser’s school-year kickoff coming this Sunday, Sept. 7 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Activities include health screenings, Medicare information, and cooking demonstrations. * Natalie reported on the Kern County African American Child Care Providers conference that Yadira and she attended Aug. 23. Yadira shared information on Kern Early Stars, plus infographics from UPK Mixed Delivery. Speakers included Stephen Propheter from CDE and Dr. Lupe Jaime-Mileham from CDSS. There were also flyers regarding the Council at their table. About 100 people attended from throughout California. * Shirelle talked about Sensory Story Time scheduled April 17 (during Week of the Young Child) in the Beale Library auditorium. Both Community Connections and Kern Early Stars will take part. Shirelle said that the Kern County Library will be collaborating, and attendees will be able to see the new Children’s Section (which will be completed by the date of the event. The Council could have a table, and Council members can attend. * Stacy spoke about the Bridges Conference, presented by KCSOS Curriculum and Instruction Department, on Nov. 14 and 15 at the Doubletree Hotel. The focus will be on language and literacy, with special emphasis on ages 0-5 on Nov. 15. Yadira is on the committee to recruit trainers or presenters. There are also vendor opportunities for companies and organizations for a fee. There were no public comments.
Adjournment: Gladys moved to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Rosa. The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m.
Next meeting: Oct. 1, 2025, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Location: Reider Room 201.
Respectfully Submitted,
Mike Bledsoe, Secretary
