Early Childhood Council of Kern
General Council Meeting -- Minutes
Nov. 5, 2025
Members Present 
Kevin Bartl, Myetta Beavers, Mike Bledsoe, Alesha Brown, Damaris Gomez (proxy for Melissa Vittoria), Rosa Johnson, Shirelle Perez, Yadira Mendoza, Tina Mullen, Deborah Murr, Lily Pimentel-Stratton, Amanda Rollin (Zoom), Elizabeth Rose, Janet Rubio (Zoom), Sabrina Runnels, Amanda Tumblin (Zoom), Shannon Vernon, Tracey Wheat and Jennifer Wood-Slayton (Zoom).
Members Absent: Gladys Garcia-Jara and Jessica Krall.
Staff Present: Stacy Barnett and Natalie Diaz. Guests Present: Carla Benitez, Letisha Brooks, Genevieve Egana, Carolyn Frink, Albert Najera, David Silva (Zoom), and Amy Travis.
Call to Order/Introductions: The meeting was called to order by Council Chair Alesha Hixon at 11:30 a.m. at the Reider Center Room 204. Members were also present by Zoom at satellite locations at Wonderful College Prep Academy Main Admin Small Conference Room in Lost Hills, Lamont Elementary School District Family Resource and Learning Center, and Bakersfield College Learning Resource Center Room 207 in Delano. 
Council Mission Statement/Public Comments: Deb read the Council Mission Statement. Alesha read the Public Comments statement. There were no public comments.
Consent Items: The consent items were read. Mike stated that the location of the meeting on the agenda should change to Reider Center Room 204. Kevin made the motion to approve the Nov. 5 Council agenda (with amendment) and the Oct. 1 minutes. It was seconded by Sabrina. The motion was unanimously approved. There were no public comments.
Budget Reports: As reported by Natalie, the only October expenditure was $136.88 for Subway for the Council meeting lunch. Stacy talked about the Child Care Reimbursement/ Mileage line on the foundation budget. She stated that those funds might need to be transferred to other line items if they will not be needed for those purposes. There were no public comments.
Annual Self-Evaluation Report: Natalie reviewed the report for the Council. Stacy explained that this is an annual report. At the state LPC meeting, Stacy and the staff were informed that Contract Monitoring Reviews (CMR) for LPCs by the Department of Social Services (CDSS) are coming. They will be held every 3 to 5 years, to make sure we are in compliance. Stacy will keep us apprised of any developments on CMR. There were no public comments.
ECCK 2024-2029 Strategic Plan: Alesha gave updates on the Plan. Stacy discussed the Bridges conference to be held Nov 14-15. It is full, with 250 people planning to attend. There was a lot of interest from ECE providers for the Saturday presentation, which filled up before Friday’s sessions. Stacy also discussed the Director Mentor Luncheons, which will be presented by Julie Kurtz on Jan. 9, March 20, and May 1. It helps directors obtain hours for their permits, and for growth in leadership. Regarding Caring Corner’s Trunk or Treat on Oct. 29, Mike’s photos were shared. The Council/Kern Early Stars theme was Dinosaurs/Jurassic Park. People were interested in the information regarding the Council. Goal 2 ii. -- Regarding Professional Development: It will capture what has been heard from the community on support for center-based and family child care programs. The aim is for March, refining the focus in Inclusion, and aim for 100-200 professionals. There is a need for multiple levels of instruction, not just intro. WordLead is an app for translations, and is very convenient and cost effective for non-English participants. Yadira talked about workshops focused on planning stages, striving for more in-depth, strategy-based content. She stated the plan is for a full day event, with the importance of reflection, conversation and discussion. She is also thinking about offering a food truck, so people don’t have to go out for lunch. Shirelle mentioned that the Infant/Toddler Seminar has used First Nazarene Church on Hughes Lane in the past. They have a gym and a lot of space. There were no public comments.

Ad Hoc Committees

Bylaws/Standing Rules/Training Plan: The group discussed the documents. Mike is going to get copies of the Funding Terms and Conditions from CDSS out to members of the group to review.
Priorities: Mike stated that Amanda is working at getting data from sources including CDSS, CAPK, and First 5 Kern. When the information is gathered, Zoom meetings will be set up with committee members to review the Priorities.

Workforce Development: Tina discussed that the committee is working to get things out to the community, and those entering ECE. Myetta emphasized to let students know about immunizations, etc. when going out to centers. Shannon said that there is a struggle for people who aren’t able to take B41 at BC. The CTEC presentation will be March 26.

Wendy Wayne Scholarship: Lily asked the committee to take a look at the prompt. Letisha took that challenge, and made it very specific. It was adopted by the committee. Applicants will have to provide their most current GPA. There will be opportunities for two $1000 scholarships. When applications come in, a Teams format will be used to include all applicants. Lily will go over the scoring with all people.
Professional Development: Alesha stated the committee brainstormed their topics. Jen discussed a grant for inclusion in preschool. Yadira said Kern Early Stars will hold a celebration at the end of the year, and maybe celebrate the two Wendy Wayne scholarship winners.

KCSOS P-3 Alignment and Early Ed: Stacy said the CALM event for P3 will be Sunday, April 12. The committee will invite community partners and programs, similar to an enrollment fair. It will be considered as an annual event. Workforce Pathways is in full swing. The Workforce Registry is going away. Registration for Pathways is done through there, now CVENT. This new Platform seems easier to navigate. Kern Early Stars: Yadira said that this month that Lost Hills is the last California State Preschool programs in Kern County to join KES. Yadira will be their coach. She is also working on the end of year celebration. Yadira also met with El Tejon Unified superintendent. She will plan to attend their collaborative meeting to talk about what P3 alignment offers to communities. There were no public comments.
Council Membership: Amanda C. stated that Yolanda Gonzales’ resignation has been received. Amanda will be in contact with those who have applied for positions. Carla and Genevieve are waiting to hear from Board of Supervisors. Letisha is going to apply for Yolanda’s Council seat. Carolyn Frick’s appointment has gone through. There were no public comments.
Public Policy Report: Kevin stated the current Legislative session is over. He reviewed the list of bills pertaining to ECE for the year. Let Kevin know if any bills have come across to any of us. There were no public comments.
Council Committee Reports: There were no reports.
Member Reports: * Letisha reported on Head Start that overall, there will be 140 programs will be closing nationwide because of the shutdown, but only four in CA. CAPK’s energy program may be cut if government doesn’t reopen. The Food Bank is giving food boxes out from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. for those who have had SNAP benefits cut. They must bring their SNAP card. * Genevieve discussed the Touch a Truck event on Saturday at the Kern County Library. Food will include snacks and dinner. There were no public comments.
Adjournment: Kevin moved to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Tracey. The meeting was adjourned at 1:08 p.m.
Next meeting: Feb. 4, 2026, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Larry E. Reider Building, 2000 K St., Room 202, Bakersfield, CA 93301 (satellite locations at the Kern River Valley Family Resource Center in Lake Isabella, Cerro Coso Community College Child Development Center in Ridgecrest, Wonderful College Prep Academy Main Admin Small Conference Room in Lost Hills, Lamont Elementary School District Family Resource and Learning Center, and Bakersfield College Learning Resource Center Room 207 in Delano).
Respectfully Submitted,
Mike Bledsoe, Secretary
