Early Childhood Council of Kern
General Council Meeting -- Minutes
October 1, 2025
Members Present 
Kevin Bartl, Myetta Beavers, Mike Bledsoe, Alesha Brown, Rene Maston (proxy for Gladys Garcia-Jara), Letisha Brooks (proxy for Yolanda Gonzales), Rosa Johnson, Jessica Krall (Teams), Yadira Mendoza, Deborah Murr, Keri McCaslin (proxy for Tina Mullen), Shirelle Perez, Lily Pimentel-Stratton, Amanda Rollin (Teams), Elizabeth Rose, Janet Rubio (Teams), Sabrina Runnels, Amanda Tumblin (Teams), Damaris Gomez (proxy for Melissa Vittoria), and Jennifer Wood-Slayton (Teams). Members Absent: Shannon Vernon and Tracey Wheat.
Staff Present: Stacy Barnett, Amanda Cruz-Ardoin, and Natalie Diaz. Guests Present: Carla Benitez, Genevieve Egana, Frank Guevara (Teams), David Silva (Teams), and Amy Travis.
Call to Order/Introductions: The meeting was called to order by Council Chair Alesha Brown at 11:30 a.m. at the Reider Center Room 201. Members were also present by Teams at Cerro Coso Community College CDC in Ridgecrest, Wonderful College Prep Academy Main Admin Small Conference Room in Lost Hills, Bakersfield College Learning Resource Center Building Room 207 in Delano, and Lamont Elementary SD Resource and Learning Center. 
Council Mission Statement/Public Comments: Amanda Rollin read the Council Mission Statement. Alesha read the Public Comments statement. There were no public comments.
Consent Items: The consent items were read. Rosa made the motion to approve the Oct. 1 Council agenda (including the revision to move Event of the Year earlier on the agenda), and the Sept. 3 Council minutes. It was seconded by Sabrina. The motion was unanimously approved. There were no public comments.
Budget Reports: Amanda C. presented the Budget Report. She reported that the only expenses during September were for the sandwiches (from Subway) and dessert (from Costco) for the September Council meeting. There were no public comments.
ECCK 2024-2029 Strategic Plan: Regarding Goal 1, milestone iii, Amanda reported that the Bridges Conference will be held Nov. 14 and 15 at the Doubletree. The focus will be language and literacy. Nov. 15 will focus on the ECE community. Yadira will share a QR code to register. She also stated that they will be looking for volunteers for both days. Stacy stated that the Council will have a table in the vendor areas. Under Goal 2, milestone ii, updates to the Workforce Survey will be considered by the Workforce Development committee. There were no public comments.
Event of the Year: Alesha stated that the Council has hosted an annual event for the early childhood community. She pointed out that there are funds available for presentations on Inclusion, which the Workforce Survey showed that the ECE community is wanting more learning opportunities in this area. High-quality speakers could be brought in during an event, which is suggested to be a half-day event (such as a Saturday morning). Amanda C. asked members to contact her if they speakers in mind. Letisha stated that students on IEPs and IFSPs continue to increase at CAPK, and asked for assistance in supporting teachers. Lily advised to narrow the focus to a specific area of Inclusion, and help to identify the children needing services, and support them and their families. Alesha said that there are different foci of centers across the county, since children develop at different levels. Yadira suggested offering coping skills for teachers that include understanding what to do, and also have teachers share strategies that have worked. Alesha said that the Council (including the Professional Development Committee) needs to determine the number of people to serve, and if it will also be offered in Spanish. Lily recommended also including ECE students attending local institutions of higher learning, which all together would need to be at least 100 people. She said the students want to learn more about these concepts during their education. Sabrina stated that it is important to show how to work with special needs children, and get them the support that they need. Stacy also emphasized the need to advocate for parents. Myetta suggested collaborating with Search and Service, and the support they may offer. Alesha said that this will give the PD Committee direction on forming the event. There were no public comments.

Ad Hoc Committees: Amanda C. reviewed the various ad hoc committees. Alesha directed the gathering to meet with their various groups. Much discussion by the ad hoc groups was heard. There were no public comments.

Kern Early Stars (KES) Presentation: Yadira was the presenter, and stated that the coaching team has had a very busy and productive summer. She presented updates to the Council. The seven coaches provide services to more than 200 different programs throughout Kern County. She presented an overview on Empowering Early Learning Educators. She said Kern Early Stars is unique by providing coaching support on high-quality services, and has a strategic commitment to serving children and providers in the county. There currently is a waiting list for centers to participate in KES. This year, five new private centers joined, along with including the remaining state preschool centers in Bakersfield City School District. Yadira also stated that the Bridge Conference will serve all groups Nov. 14, with a focus on ECE providers and families on Nov. 15. There were no public comments.

KCSOS – P3 Alignment and Early Education: Stacy stated that the UPK Mixed Delivery Group will hold its first meeting Oct. 21 from 4 to 6 p.m., and is inviting anyone interested in participating. She stated that an important question for education of this age group is how to let parents know about all of their child care options. An enrollment fair to address these options is planned for Spring 2026. With Workforce Pathways, a total of 407 persons applied by yesterday’s deadline. Amanda C., Natalie, and Elizabeth are working on placing members. Lakeshore will also hold a workshop Saturday in English for Workforce Pathways regarding Outdoor Environments. The same workshop will be presented in Spanish in April. Stacy also presented an overview on Workforce Pathways after a question from Amy. Regarding Kern Early Stars, Stacy said that the consortium met last week. At the CCCCA conference attended by Stacy, Amanda C., and Natalie in September, the trio made good connections with LPCs across the state. There was also a county contractor gathering in September, with attendance from a lot of contractors. There are many new directors. There were no public comments.

Council Membership: Amanda C. stated that applications have been given to Carolyn McKeithen, Carla and Genevieve. Genevieve has submitted her application to the Board of Supervisors. Carla will be included under Child Care Provider by KCSOS. Carolyn will fall under the Consumer category. Amanda will meet with David Silva regarding a public agency position. She also asked to be contacted if anyone knows of additional Council member candidates. There were no public comments.
Public Policy Report: Kevin reviewed current bills. He reported that AB 49 (immigration enforcement on school grounds) has been signed by Gov. Newsom. ECE bills still sitting on the Governor’s desk include AB 752, AB 753, SB 778, and SB 792. Amanda C. also reported that Natalie Miller of California Department of Social Service will begin monitor visits of the state’s LPCs. This will include her attendance at Council meetings. More information is forthcoming. There were no public comments.
Member Reports: * Letisha reported that CAPK Head Start is recruiting for staff and children. CAPK has also begun partnerships with Family Child Care Homes, with foci on education and environment. CAPK also has eight centers in Stockton, including a newly-opened six room center for Head Start and toddlers. * Genevieve reported that the Kern County Library will host Touch a Truck Nov 8 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Beale branch on Truxtun. She stated that the library is also looking for partners to provide activities for children inside the library for this event. There were no public comments.
Adjournment: Kevin moved to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Lily. The meeting was adjourned at 1:22 p.m.
Next meeting: Nov. 5 2025, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Location: City Centre (Room 1A), 1300 – 17th St., Bakersfield.
Respectfully Submitted,
Mike Bledsoe, Secretary
